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(The Commission convened at 1620 hours.) 
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HANS WINISCHRTDEIR. a witness. took the stand and testified as follows: 
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I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will wit] hold id add nothing. 
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OR. LINK: TI am introducing the witness, Hans Wegscneicger, as the v) e 


° u f ‘ in , 
also want to hear him pertinent to oO L and 


3 of the Tri ol Prief of the 13th of Merche Does the Commissioner desire a more 


detailed explanation: 
COMMISSTONER NEAVE: No I don't think so. GO ON. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


ee 





ava” 


) Will you please give us your 4f¢ 


61 in October, 


+ 
"ee 
- 
o 
oO. 


~ vor , = — ° ‘ ae . n 
hat is your profession: 
. ‘ pe 
A* Smith. 


~ 
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Where are you from? 


A TI come from Hirschdorf, Gemeinde, St. Lorenz, Allgau. 
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. Whet kind of a vopulation is there: 
A That is a purely rural populatim, farmers and workers 
When did you join the 


On the 28th of Varen 1933. 


ry, + re wrse c + . >+- 5 wr “~ rt th a rcLsse an ra oc at “i + . - 
There was a meeculng afd he O rtseruppe was estvaolisnedte 
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1 About 60 of them. 
id vou used to belong to another party for x ly’ 
A Twas with the Bavarian Farmers and Middle Classe League. 
‘ Ing that a Middle Class Party? 


+ \ , «are vr sr - ” ” annem the -) ry 1-5) TS AAT ae -~ ‘Te ~~ 
nd why did you transfer from the bavarian Sddle Class League to the 


A Because at that time the Farmer's League, the so-called Widdle Class League 
as too small and because the unemployment figure was rising I and my fellow 
citizens were imbued by the thought that only from one Party could there core 
help for Germany and for the Germans. 

Q When did you become OrtsgruppenLeiter? 

4 At that meeting, on the same day, I Was appointed Ortseruppenleiter, that 
$s on the 28th of March 1455» 


Q There were no Party Members there formerly? 


A N Oe 


QO How did it happen that you were the one to be picked. 
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A At that time already the suecestion was made by the largest part of t 


assembled people. 


“y 7 < - . 4 —s 3. — “< ad } di. i 7] 
ere vou known 2s 2 "nolse=-maker" because you were mace Urts ruppenleiter 
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or do vou wish to say that you had accuired the contiaence o1 your ice Low citizense 
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+ ~~ J. — s AL. LA ’ — sii L ; 41¥ 
“ L "a fa . 1.4 a —_ 2 as *» am + + — TT 4. - x 
On the 15th of April, that is to say in tne miadaie Oo} ipril, I not only 
had the votes of the NS AP but 91 SO hy Social ey iorratic vote na one Ravarian 
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Peoples! Party vote ana so W thin the Community Council 215 elected Purromelster .e 
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ind vou have had both functions uninterruptedly, that 


that of Ortseruppenleiter, up to the collapse? 


. CSe 
Q Did you, because of your profession or because of other circumstances, 


eet around a great deal’? 
Recause of my profession, I am a specialist in horse-shoeing, and further- 
more Since 7 am a "Heilpraktiker" (osteopath for animals ), I got around a zood 
COMMISSIONER NEAVE: Dr. Link, can't we go on to the cuestio a? : 
Corps of Political Leaders now? J think we have heard ouite enough about his 


personal background. 
+ AL T want to know from you now, witness, is whether what I have asked 


211 the other Or seruppenleiter in 


regarding Ortsgruppenleiter is also true of 


rural districts and 2reas? 


createst mart it may nossibly be correct. 


A Yes. for the 
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Did you have more to do as an Ortsgruppenleiter or as a Rurgomeister? 
T was much more occupied as BRurromeister than in mv capacity as Orts- 
rruppenleiter. 
) Will you please describe to the Commission very briefly how your © rts- 
epruppe was organized, what your aids were? 
A On that same day the staff of the Ortszruppe was organizede 
There was the Kassenleiter, there was one person for organization and 
propaganda leiter and 24 training leiter,. 
You did not have any more’ 
\ Then we annointed ay Sell and Rlock Leiter with theme 


9 TI suppose the cere of the money part. hat did the 


+ 


Organization Leiter do 
A The main activity of the Organization Leiter was to take care ol 
invitations for the meetings, to rent the hall, and similar things. 
) What did the Training Leiter do‘ 


’ 


A T couldn't sssigm much work to the Training Leiter because he became a 
party member only on the Sth of Varch 1933 and himself had received no training. 
QO why did you put up 2a Training Leiter? 


A Pecause the Kreisleitung demanded it. 


How many Blockleiter did you have? 


> 


There were 8 Hlockleiter. 


) Always 8 from 1933 to 19h.57 


_) 


. : a . ant £ 
| During the war years every once in a while there were only 6. 


© And Cell Leiter’? 


™ 


4 9 


-*® 
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O What did the Bloc andCell Leiters do? 
Tvery one of the Gell Teiter had to care for 4 Blocks. The Block Leiter 
naid the membership dues to the Cell Leiter. The Cell Leiter distributed inform- 
ational mterial to mk every Block Leiter. 
What kind of informtion or material? 
A Wor instance training letters and posters. 
ind the Block Leiter? 


. > © ° alll = = ’ = | " 
1 The Rlo&k Leiter distributed them to the members while taking in member 


, 7 on -j 3 4. rs - he he ahs ; sc ann 
Ts that all the Plock Leiters did, taking in the memoership Ques and 


distributing these training letters? 

A Since in the Algau there is not a close community but a dispersed settle- 
ment in the Algau fashion I had to also utilize the Block Leiter for community 
work 


. What sort of a meetine did you hold in your Orts Gruppe? 


‘ 
- 


- 


A From 1933 to 1938-1939 I held 3 large meetines, However these were 
mostly of a community character because the population wanted to be informed 
regarding the finances of the community. Other meetings which had to be held 
were ordered by the Kreis and they sent lecturers there. 

9 How frecuentl y did these meetings, ordered by the © reis, take plece? 


SKEx 
A There was mostly one in fall and one in springe 


9 Why so few? 
‘ : inee and he s ssed the 
A Our Kreisleiter himself was against these meetings and he stre the 
i which had work so hard during the summer 
noint that our rural population, which had to work Ss 


months, could not be asked to attend meetings too. 


oe 
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Wegscheider 
QO What happened in these meetings ordered by the Kréis? 

A ‘Mostly the Kreis lecturers and “au lecturers clarified the new events of 
the National Socialism to the population. They also explained to them events in 
arcricultural and in the farmer organizationse 

- Tn connection with these meetings, which were open to the public, did you 
have any special discussions with your political leiter staff? 

A There were monthly roll-calls. Nowever they did not take place either in 
the summer or in the fall so that the collection of dues which was to take nlace 
there finally took place at the house of the treasurer due to the severe working 
hours. Then there were meetings for the Rlock Warte and all the other Warte of 
the organizations. In the fall it took place to introduce the winter relief work 
ani in the summer for the introduction of the summer relief work, that is the 
Collection for the Red Cross. 

) Tam less interested in meetings which were public meetines where such 
things as red cross eollections and so on were discussed than I am in those 
meetines which you held specifically with your political leiter, that is to say 
with your block and cell leiter and your three men or the Ortsgruppee 

A These took place perhaps every half year. 

). And what was discussed there? 

A Wy block and cell leiter were mostly interested in events of the community 
and T wanted to hear what was going on and what it looked like in the individual 

as to 
blocks outside. What I wanted to know was the reaction of the population mm the 
practicability of the execution of such directives as the breeding directive, the 


milk control, and so on, sO that T could report to higher authorities whether 


these directives were practicable or not « 
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Ind how about the roll-calls which you attended in your capacity as Orts- 
erupnenleiter at the Kreis or at the Gau? How about those? 


A 


Ortseruppenleiter conferences took place only on Kreis level. 


) 


How often? 

A On the m& average of twife a year. 

O What did the Kreisleiter say there? 

A The Kreisleiter wanted to hear from the individual Ortszruppenleiter 
what it looked Like outside in their districts. 

COMMISSIONER NEAVE: Dr. Link, before you go on, will you explain what 
this Line of examination is supposed to be showing? We have heard a great deal 
of this before from other withesses and T want to know what your noint is, what 
is the point you are trying to make by describing these meetings? 

DR. LINK: It is the first Ortseruppenleiter we hear and he will be the 
only onee My intentionswith this line of questioning are that I want to exhaust 
the possibilities which may sndicate 2 possible conspiracy in the sense of the 
prosecution by these people meeting and discussing matters. Furthermore, T want 
to present what these people here, as recognizable groups, knew regarding the aims 
and goals of the State Leadership, whether they were honorable or not, so that 
the larger group could be charged with knowing about these thinzgse 

COMMISSIONER NGAVE: Very well. I think we might adjourn at this point 
and continue the examinetion tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock. I! would like to 
remind the Prosecution that the hearing of affidavits will be continued tomorrowWe 
At 10 o'clock will be the Neneral Staff and at 2 o'clock Political Leaders. 
Wednesday there will be the SS. As I have already stated, the next witness here 
will be Kaufmann for Political Leacers who was, I think, a Gau Teiter. That will 


close the list of witnesses for the Corps of Politica Leaders. Or 
“a 


(The Commission adjourned until 16 July 1946 at 1000 hours. ) 
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COLL SSI OER: 


Colonel ise lle Se Neave 





~ VLITIC.L LEADERS 





(The Cormuission convened at 1620 hourse) 

CO... TSSl ONER NEAVEs: Dre Link, before we start, the progran for this 
evening and tomorrow is that we will hoar this witness, .erscheidor, and then 
you want saoaufnann after that, and tiat will be tho last of the witnesses 
for the Corps of Political Leaders, I would like to draw your attontion 

the fact that wo have a ecmsiderable number of Si. witnesses to hear 
during this week and that the timo limit rulo will have to be vory strictly 
adhered to. 

Dite LINK: Durin:: the last conference it was mentioned that we could 

ake use of the first two days of this wocke If we would shorten tho 
hearinss of \erschoider and Kaufmann, (the latter one is merely to be 
introducec’ here so to speak and will be heard before the *ribunal ONyway’, ) 
to such an extent that we will be finished by tomorrow nocn, would it be 
pornissible to introduce a third r'‘moss tomorrow? 

COLMMSSIONER WEAVE: Noe In my case I did not say that you could 

ave two whole dayse I said that your witnesses would »e taken durin: the 
first two cays and then we would go on to the SA. You sco wo havo got to 
consider that the SA have had very fow witness ani wo must sive thon an 
opportunity to hear thom as soon as possible whereas, from what I wmderstand 
from Dre Sorvatius, he is ontiroly satisficd “shat he has reccived a full 
quota of witnesses when Kaufmann has eon hbard, 

HAWS \.EGSCHEIDER, o witness, took the stan’ and testified as follows: 

DY THE COLMISSCIONELR: 
Q ‘what is your none? 


f. In™3s worvschoitler- 


I swoar Ly God, tho Almighty ec... Onmisciont, that 1 will speak tho pure 
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truth and will withholc and add nothin.te 
(Tho witnoss ropoatod tho oathe) 
TIE COMMISSIONER: You may sit come 
Dite LINK: I om introducing “. witness, ilans .of¢schcidcr, as the type 
of the rural Ortsgruppenleiter and I also want to hoar hin pertinent to 
6 41 ond 3 of the Trial Drief of the 13th of ifarche Docs tho Yoruissioner 
desire a more dctailed explanation? 
COLZIISSI ONER WEAVE: No I don "+ think sO» Go One 
DIRECT BAIINATION 
BY Dite LINKs 
Q Will you please five us your ago? 
i I will be 61 in Octoer, 
Q uahet is your profession? 
in Sriithe 
Q  .dhere are you from? 
i = =©6oI come from Hirschdorf, Goricindo, St. Lorenz, Alicou, 
Q ‘hat kind of a population is there? 
4&4 = =©6That is a purely rural population, farmers and workorse 
Q  iihen did you join the Party? 
i On the 28th of March 1933.6 
Q How did it happen? 
rN Thore was a necting and tho Ortsrruppe wag established. 
Q There you joined the “arty? 
a  20ie 
Q dnd there were with you several other poople fron your locality? 
iA out 60 of theme 
Q Did you used to belon;; t another party formerly? 
f. Iwas with the Bavarian Farmers and liicdle Classe bea: 
Q las that a Middle Class varty? 
A. It was a Middle Class rtye 
Q 4nd why did you transfer from the Bavarian Middle Class Learuc to 


i) 


the National Socialist “arty? 


A. Because at that time the farmer's League, the soecalled Middle Class 
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League was too small od vecause tho unemployment fircure was risins I and 
ny fellow citizons woro inbuod ay the thought that only fron one Party could 
there come help for Germany and for tho “ornans.e 

1 then did you become Srtssrupvonleitor? 

A §6At thea necting, on the sano day, I was appointed Ortscruppenloiter, 
that is on the 28th of March 1933.6 

Q There were no Party Mombers there fornerly? 

Lh Noe 

Q How did it happen that you were the one to be picked? 

A ft that time already the susvestion was made by the — part of 
the assembled people. 

Q were you know as a "noisesmaker" becouse you werd nado Ortsrruppen- 
leiter or do you wish to Say that you had acquired the confidence of your 
fellow citizens, 

4. Ily fellow citizens had confidence in me, TI was leadins several 
socictios, for instance Sport socictics, As carly as 1929 it was only the 
lack of 3 votes which prevonted hy becomin;: Durgome ister. 

Q = Later on did you .ccome Burronmcister? 

A On the 15th of April, that is to say in the middle of April, I not 
only had the votes of tho NSDAP but -lso 4 Social Donocratic votes and ono 
ovarian “eoplest Party vote and so within tho Co: munity Council I was 


clected Durroncister, 


can 


That was also in 1933? 


A Yes, in 1933. 


Q dnd you have had both functions unintcrruptedly, that of Lurgoncister 
and that of °rtscrupponlcitor, up to the collapse? 


— 


A Yes ® 


‘1 Did you, because of your profession or because of other circumstances, 


get around a great deal? 
4 = Because of ny profession, I am a spocialist in horse=shooins, and 


furthermore since I am a "Heilpraktiker" (ostoopath for animals), I cot 


around 2 food deal e 
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COLLIISSIOWER NEAVE;: 
Corps of Political Loaders now? 


his porsenal backcround, 


Q 


: , ' U 
asked rogardin: °rtscruppenleitor is also truc of all the other “rts 


leiter in rural districts and arcas? 


A 
Q Did you have more to do as 
Ao 6 wa 
U ra . 
rtscrupponloitor. 
Q 
Ortscruppe was organized, what your 


& On that sone day the staff 


‘. How many people wore there? 


4. Thore was the Kassonleitor, 
and propa 


Q You did not have any more? 


1 I suppose the Kassonlcitor 
the Organizatidn Leiter do? 


a 
4h 


invitations for the meotinss, to rent tho hall, 


@) 


‘ 
— 


A I comldn't 


& party member only on the 28th of Larch 1935 and himself had 


trainins:. 


Q 


n 
tev 


why did you put up 


di 


4 There were 8 Dlockleitor, 
Q dlways 8 from 1933 to 1945? 
Li 

Q nd Cell Loitor? 

A Be . 


411 I want to know frorn you. 


an Ortssruppenlciter or a 


S much more occupicd as burgoneister than in ny c 


Will you please describe to tho Cormission 


gonda leiter and a trainin; 


The main activity of the vrganiz 


Dr. Link, con't we so on to tho quostion of tho 


I think we have heard quite enou h about 


now, witness, is whether what I have 


gruppen= 


Yes, for tho sreatest part it may possibly be correct, 


a 


apacity as 
very >ricfly how your 
aids were? 


of the Urtscruppe was orranizode 


there was one person for orcanization 


: leiteor, 


Then we appointed a Coll and Block Leiter with thoie 


took caro of the money parte Jhat did 


ation Loitocrwas to take caro of 


and sinilar thinss, 


; ; 1 oe z 
what did tho “rainin.: Leitor do? 


reccived no 


. 7 * ? 
Trainin; Leiter 


, 


Because the Kroisleitwu: donnnded ite 


‘4 How many Blockloiter cid you have ? 


Durins the war years every once in a while thero worc only Ge 
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* m * 7 . I 
&8Sicn much work to tho ‘reining Leiter because he bocanc 


mi 
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0 “hat did the Block and Cell Leiters do ? 





&- very one of the Cell Leiter hud tomre for Blocks, The Block Leiter 
paid membershi; dues to the Gell Leiter. The Cell Leiter distributed infor- 
mational material to every Block Leiter, 

«e What kind of information ur material ? 

Ae For instance trainin: letters and posters, 

we and the Block Leiter ? 

Ae he Block Leiter distributed them to the members while takins in member 
ship cues. 

we Is that all the Jlock Leiters did, taking in the membership cues and 
distributin;: these training letters ? 

&e» Since in the alzavu there is not a elesc ccmmunity but a disversed sete 
tleiment inthe Alzau fashion I hac tc. als: utilize the SYiock Leiter for ecrmu- 
nity work. 

‘se What sort of a meetin: did you hold in your Orts Grup,e ? 

Ae From 1933 t. 193881939 I held 3 larze mectinzs. However these Were msg 


’ 


tly of a community character secuuse the population wanted ts be informed 
revardin, the financcs f the community. Other m-ctinss which had te be held 
were ordered by the Kreis and they sent lecturers there. 

Ye How freq.ently cid these mcctin sy, ordered by the Kreis, take place ? 

&e incre was m stly one in fall and one in spring. 

sje Why so few ? 


tke Our Kreislicter himself was azainst these mectin’s and he stressed the 


point that our rural population, which had ts work s» hard during the summer 


=) 


months, could not he asked to att@nd meetinys too, 

ye What happened in these meetines ordered by the Kreis ? 

Ae liostly the Kreis lecturers and Gau lecturers Clarified the new events 
the National Sceiatism to the population, They also explained to them event; 
in agricultural and in the farmer rganizations,. 
ge In connection with these mectin=s, which were cpen to the public, did:: 
have any special discussicns wit» + our political leiter staff ? 

Ae there were monthly rcollecalles, H.wever they did nit take place cithe 
in the summer or in the fall so that the collection of ducs which was t> take 
place there finally took lace at the house of the treasurer due to the seve 


workin: hourse 
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Then there were meetin s for the Sleek Warte and all the other Warte f the 
organizations. In the fall it took place to introduec the winter relief work 
anc. in the summer for the introduction of the summer relief work, that is the 
collection for the Red Cross, 

ye tL am less interested in mectines which were public meetings where such 
things as red cross collections and so on were Ciscussed than I am in th se 
mestines which you held specifically with your political leiter, that is t 
say with your block and cell leiter and your three men or the Ortscrupve. 

Ae These took place perhpas every half year, 

Ve snd what was discussed there ? 

Ae iy block and cell leiter were mostly interested in events of the commun 
ty and I wanted to hear what was ing on and what it locked like in the 
individual blocks outsicee What I wanted to knuw was the reacticn =f the po- 
pulation as to the practicability of the executi-n-f such directives as the 
breedin:, directive, the milk control, and so on, sce that I could report t 
higher authorities whether these directives were practicable cr not. 

Qe And how about the rollecalls which you attendec in your capacity as 
Orstzru,penleiter at the Kreis or at the Gau ? How about thse ? 

&  Ortseruppenleiter conferences took place only on Kreis level, 

‘ye How often ? 
tie On tne averacze cf twice a year. 
ye ‘What did the Kreisleiter say there ? 

ue he Kreisleiter wanted to hear from the individual Ortssruppenleiter 
what it locked like outside in their districts. 

COMMESSIONER NEAVEs Dr, Link, before you zo on, will you ex, lain what 
this line of examinaticn is Supposed to be sh wing ? We have heard a creat 
deal of this before from other witnesses anc I want tc know what you point is 


2 


what is the point you are trying to make by Cescribin: these meetinvs ? 
DRe LINK: It is the first Ortssruppenleiter we hear anc he will be the 
only oneée ‘My intenticns with this line .f questicning are that I want te exX- 


haust the possibilities which may indicate a possible Coms; iracy in the sense 


of the prosecution by these people meetin,’ anc. discussing matters, Furthcurmo 


I want to present what these people here, as recognizable ePoULS, knew revar- 
ding the aims and goals of the State Leadership, whether they were hon rable 
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Lesser 


or nob, so that the larger group could be charced with knowing about tnege 


thi ll “Se 


COMMISSIONER NEAVE: Very il, 


I think we mi-ht adjourn at this 


point anc continue the exnainaticn tomorrow mornine at 10 _"clock. I would 


like tc remind the prosecution that the hearins .f afficavits will be eontie 


nued tomorrow, At 10 ofclock will he the General Staff anc at 2 olclock Foe 


litical Leaderse iiednesday there will be the SS. a8 I have already stated. 


the next witness here will be Kafifinann f r rolitical Leaders wh was, I 


think, a Gau Leiter, 


of rolitical Leaders. 


That will close the list cf witnesses for the Corps 


(The Commission adjourned until 16 July 196 at 1000 hour 


The foregoing is a true anc correct transcript of the testimcuny 


of HANS WEGSCHEIDER, taken cn 15 
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